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one else, when rebuked in like manner for condemning a book
which, it was alleged, he could not have written as well, " But
I could have done better; I could have left it alone" In this
case Dempster, it would seem, according to the Boswellian
narrative, had relented with respect to the part he played in
writing these " critical strictures," and, having some qualms of
conscience, candidly said, " We have hardly a right to abuse
this tragedy, for, bad as it is, how vain would either of us be to
write one not near so good ! " Johnson : " Why no, Sir 5 this
is not just reasoning. You may abuse a tragedy, though you
cannot make one. You may scold a carpenter who has made
you a bad table, though you cannot make a table : it is not your
trade to make tables."

In the following letter will be found BoswelFs announcement
to his friend that he had " the honour of supping tete-h-tgte with
Mr. Johnson." This supper, with the conversation which
took place during the repast, will be found in its proper place
in the " Life of Johnson." The supper was at the a Mitre,"
and Boswell says, " It happening to be a very rainy night, I
made some commonplace observations on the relaxation of
nerves and depression of spirits which such weather occasioned,
adding, however, that it was good for the vegetable creation." *
The remark is perhaps a very good sample of BoswelPs share
in his dialogues with Johnson : and it will be a never-ceasing
source of wonder how a man who, according to his own account,
rarely speaks anything but what is more or less weak, common-
place, and foolish, could understand, remember, and record the
eloquence and wisdom of others.

We find Boswell now writing to his friend about the " plan
of life" which, for a time, was to separate him from the
beloved London and the beworshipped Doctor. The plan
of life was "a resolution of some importance to him." CCI
had," says he elsewhere, " in compliance with my father's
wishes, agreed to study the Law, and was soon to set out for
Utrecht to hear the lectures of an excellent civilian in that
University, and then to proceed on my travels." Probably
his father had heard that his son was not pursuing a very

* " Life ^of Johnson": see also on the z6th of July, when
Boswell again fell upon the weather and the Doctor again fell upon
him for so doing.